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CITY OF WYANDOTTE  

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
YARD AND ALLEY MAINTENANCE 

 
In an effort to combat blight and rodents in City of Wyandotte Neighborhoods it is incumbent upon the residents to 
actively participate in activities and practices which prevent this from occurring.  This can be accomplished by the 
maintenance of one’s own property and abutting alley right of way.  Residents should review their property and 
alley right of way and correct or eliminate the following conditions, if they exist, and practice property maintenance 
activities to prevent blight and rodent from occurring. 
 
Remove Outdoor Food Sources 
 

 Gardens and fruit trees can be a real draw for rodents.  If you have fruit trees, regularly remove dropped 
fruit from the ground. Keep the tree pruned to prevent hiding spots for rodents.  In the garden, keep it free 
of rotting food and hiding places.  Tidy the yard and around the garden - less clutter means less places to 
hide. 

 Clean up pet food, pet feces, bird seed debris, and if storing pet food outside, store in robust containers with 
fitted lids and placed above ground level.  

 Avoid having a bird feeder since it provides a source of food for rodents. 
 Place garbage bags in metal bins or durable plastic receptacles with securely fitted lids to stop rodents from 

feeding from contents.  Replace trash receptacles with holes in the bottom.  
 
Yard Maintenance 
 

 Remove piles of debris, clutter and garbage, such as old equipment, boards, pipes, or wood piles that 
rodents can use for hiding or nesting.  

 When storing fire wood or other materials, ensure that they are elevated at least 18 inches above the ground 
and as far away from structures as possible. 

 Maintain a clear space between bushes, shrubs, fences, and buildings.  Remove tree limbs within 3 feet of a 
structure or roof.  Trim up shrubs and bushes so they do not touch your home and so you can see beneath 
them. 

 Eliminate weeds from around the exterior of structures and along fence lines, and maintain an uncluttered, 
weed-free perimeter around buildings. 

 Regularly cut and maintain lawn areas.  Remove and properly dispose of grass clippings and yard debris.   
 Keep outdoor grills and cooking areas clean. 

 
 
 



 
 
Alley Right of Way Maintenance 
 

 Remove piles of debris, clutter and garbage, such as bricks, boards, pipes, or wood piles that rodents can 
use for hiding or nesting.  

 Trim up shrubs and bushes so you can see beneath them, and so that they do not extend or encroach into the 
alley right of way.  

 Eliminate weeds from along fence lines in alleys, and maintain an uncluttered, weed-free alley. 
 Regularly cut and maintain alley right of ways.  Remove and properly dispose of grass clippings and yard 

debris.   
 

Be advised that not only are the above practices effective in eliminating blight and rodents, but failure to 
address, maintain, or to allow these conditions to exist are violations of the City of Wyandotte Code of 
Ordinances and may result in enforcement costs and penalties levied against the property owner.   
 
CHAPTER 51: GARBAGE AND TRASH 
 
§ 51.004. Accumulation of solid waste or filth prohibited 
 
§ 51.005. Accumulation of yard waste 
 
§ 51.006. Dumping 
 
§ 51.008. Abatement of violations 
 
§ 51.011. Enforcement 
 
CHAPTER 94: HEALTH AND SAFETY; NUISANCES 
 
§ 94.003. General prohibition 
 
§ 94.005. Abatement by city 
 
§ 94.006. City’s costs declared lien or special assessment  
 
§ 94.020. Unreasonable use in residential neighborhood   
 
§ 94.036.  Growth Prohibited 
 
§ 94.037. Removal 
 
CHAPTER 174: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
 
§ 174.001. Obstructions and encumbrances prohibited 
 
§ 10.999. General penalty  
 
The full text of these ordinances are available at www.wyandotte.net/city_charter_and_code_of_ordinances. 


